Preparing for flight...again

story and photos by LISA R. HOOKER
"'[‘hnugh the dedicated restoration cfforts of the Historical
Airernft Scjumsdron, Inc, (HAS), a piece of miliary higo-

ry soom will fly off into the wild blue yonder once again,

The aircraft is & Douglas A-26 medium bomber, also
known as “The Invader™

The plane had been in Cleveland, and (e parts were
transporied 10 Lancaster an three (latbed trucks in 1998,
Since s armival a1

“The private owner of the plane was looking for group
likie vaars o restone his plane. We ralee funds for the restors-
tion and our volunieers do all of the work, Then we can e
it i air shows. 11's a good panmership,” says Bob Del.ay,
HAS public affaire officer.,

“HAS could never afford 1o buy o plane like this, bul we
am save it amd show it 1o the pablic.” adds Rotherford, HAS
intends 10 use the plane 1o teach adults and children abost
history and about the military.
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Rutherford was o crew member on an A-26 just like the onc
HAS is resoring,

“We have a dedicated group of volunieers who work on it
every Wednesdny and Ssiurdny,” suyve Rutherford, who also
i 2 South Centrul Power castomer,

Axsisting Rutherfond are Jim Baldwin, Jim Belshe,
Harold Carpenter, Michael Lorenei, Roger Masshall, Tom
Falmes, Jim Ridgway. Mike Ryan and Ralph Woolever.

The Douglas A-26, About 2,500 A-26 Invaders wers
b f, and the model's firss flight was July 20, 1942, On Now.,
19, 1944, it went into combat over Burope and wis used for
level bombing, groand strafing and rocke snscks. In 1948,
it was redesignated the B-26 and later it saw action in Korea
mnd Vietnam.

The A-26 wingspan is 70 foet. It is 51 feet, three inches
bang and 18 feed, three inches high. Dis range is 1,400 milex,
with a maximum speed of 373 miles per hour. Fully boaded,
i weighs 35,000 pounds. It accommodated various arma-
ments and carried bombs imternally and under its wings,
Three crew sembers operaie the airerafi.

The HAS restorathon. The A-26 being restored by HAS
was last flown in 1992 when it landed in Clevelind

¥Eqrs,

"t was a great day. All of our hard work paid off just to
hear those engines,” suys Rutherford, Later that month, a
20-minule systems operation check affirmed what was
waorking comeetly and identified components that need fur-
ther mechanical atlendion. Rutherford estimates it will be
next spring before the A-26 Invader restoration is complete.

Abeut HAS. Founded in December 1994, HAS is an all-
volumicer, nomprofin orpanization dedicabed 1o the fesior-
fion, display and operation of former military afrorast and
related equipment. In 2000, it completed construction of its
hangar. Additional buildings 1o bouse restored wircrafe, a
s, military vehicles and other memorabilin are
plunned. HAS possesscs a Polland Gnat Jet Fighler. Douglas
C-47 transport. Gramman S2F Trackes, Beech C-45 truns-
port and o Valiee BT wrainer. lis most recent acquisition is a
Stuart MSAT Light tak,

Wings of Vietory Alr Show. HAS, like other volanteer
organiztions, relies on comtributions asd fundraising. Tis
biggest event is the snnual Wings of Vietory Air Show. The
Aug. 17 and 18 event a1 the Fairficld County Airpor will
feature various military and vintage airceafl, OF spocial
imleest 15 o restored Douglas A-26 Invader just like

Laft: Pvisle the cockpdr of the A-26. Right: Rusherfand checky one af the
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the one HAS i working on. Aerial performances ane
scheduled throughout the show, including o sirshle
fhy-by of WWTI aircrafi. The Airman’s Preservation
Soclety, s WWIE Army Abr Corps group, will set up an
encampment. The public slso can meed two Black-
sheep Squadson pilots, towr the HAS hangar and see
its nearly restored A-26 Invader

Contact HAS af wwa hilstoricalairerafaguodon org
or T0-653-4778 jor air thow or A-26 restaration
Enferramanion,

{Lewrn move about the HAS projecs on Puge 30.)
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